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ABSTRACT 

In Florida, community colleges are required to report 
their entry-level basic skills testing results to the public school 
system in their service area. Miami-Dade Community College (M-DCC) 
has been reporting that approximately 60% of Dade County Public 
School (DCPS) graduates cannot pass basic skills tests in math, 
writing, and reading. DCPS hs*s replied, however, that M-DCC mainly 
enrolls students who never planned to attend college and therefore 
did not follow the college track in high school. They felt their 
college-prepared students were attending universities and therefore 
not part of M-DCC* s sample. Recently, however, university and 
community college data have been combined for each district. Results 
show that 462 of Dade County graduates scored above the cut in all 
areas compared to 63% of graduates statewide. Students had the most 
difficulty passing the mathematics test and found the reading and 
writing tests about equally difficult. Of students taking entry-level 
placement tests at M-DCC, 36% were ready for college in all areas, 10 
percentage points below that for the school system as a whole. 
Statewide, less than half of the Black and Hispanic high school 
graduates passed the three basic skills tests compared to 70% of 
White non-Hispanic and Asian graduates. The largest statewide 
difference for males and females was a four percentage point spread 
in math, with males passing at a higher rate. (AC) 
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Are Florida's public high school graduates 
prepared for college? Legislation has 
mandated that this question be answered by 
having community colleges report their 
entry-level basic skills testing results to the 
public school system in their service area. 
M-DCC has been reporting that a majority 
(about 60%) of Dade County Public School 
(DCPS) graduates cannot pass the tests in all 
three areas. DCPS has replied, however, that 
M-DCC mainly enrolls students who never 
planned to attend college and therefore did 
not follow the "college track" in high school. 
Their best students-and therefore their 
college-prepared students-are at the 
universities and not part of our data. Until 
this year, no further data were available, and 
the discussion ended. 

Now, however, the situation has changed. 
Data from each community college and 
university has been sent to the State. The 
State combined the data into results for each 
school district and college. Thus, for the first 
time the percentage of recent public school 
graduates who passed the basic skills tests is 
available, regardless of where in the state 
system the enrollment took place during the 
academic year. 



1993 

***************************************** 

Results showed that 46% of Dade County 
graduates scored above the cut in all areas 
compared to 63% of graduates statewide. 
Students consistently had the most difficulty 
passing the mathematics test and found the 
reading and writing tests about equally 
difficult. Table 1 contains full results by 
county. While results for Dade and Broward 
counties are essentially complete, other 
county comparisons should be made with 
caution since some data are incomplete. 

Miami-Dade Community College had 36% 
ready for college in all areas (see Table 2). 
This figure was only 10 percentage points 
below that for the school system as a whole. 
Note also that of the 7,406 Dade graduates in 
higher education, 5,773 or 78% attended 
Miami-Dade (see Table 3). Thus, the Dade 
County figures are heavily influenced by the 
large number of students who enroll at 
M-DCC. By comparison, only 476 students 
enrolled at FIU. 

One of the most striking results was the 
difference in the percentage ready for college 
within each ethnic group. Clearly, large 
numbers of Black and Hispanic youths are 
graduating from high school and enrolling in 
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college without the skills needed to 
immediately begin college-level work. 
Statewide, less than half of these two groups 
passed the basic skills tests in all areas 
compared to a passing rate of over 70% for 
White non-Hispanics and Asians (see Table 
4). Dade County figures were lower (see 
Table 5). Many of the minority graduates 
who enrolled in higher education came from 
DCPS--34% of Blacks and 73% of Hispanics. 

There were fewer gender differences. The 
largest statewide difference was a four 
percentage point spread in mathematics. In 
Dade County, the largest was a five point 
difference in reading. In both instances, 
males had the higher passing rates. 



This report is the first to provide an annual 
look at how well the State's public school 
graduates are performing on entering basic 
skills tests. Especially after the single 
placement test is implemented in 1994, this 
report will provide key data for accountability 
and improvement efforts. Results clearly 
show that school systems anc* community 
colleges need to work closely together since 
that is where most graduates enroll, and that 
the preparation of minority students needs 
further attention. 
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